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ARCHDIOCESE OF NEWARK 

Directives on the Reopening of Churches 

F.A.Q. 

 

1. Even though Phase 1 began on May 17, was I required to reopen my church on that day? 
No. Just because you have permission to open, does not mean you must open.  There 
are valid reasons why a pastor may choose to keep his church closed or open it for only 
very limited hours and/or days.  These would include, but are not limited to:  

• for security reasons, the church is not usually open for visitation, 
• the inability to provide proper supervision or disinfection,  
• the pastor, or other staff, is in a high-risk category and should not be present, 
• the inability to ensure limited numbers or social distancing. 

These conditions will also apply to Phases 2 and 3 

2. In Phase 1, how many people are allowed in the church? 
Subject to further notice, presently, we are following our current directives that no 
more than 10 people be present at any one time.  All must be masked and follow social 
distancing. 
 

3. In Phase 3, our directives say that “No more than 50% of the total seating capacity of the 
church can be permitted for a liturgy.” Isn’t this a very high number? 
Yes, the 50% designation is a rough estimate but the number and conditions will be 
adjusted before Phase 3 begins. 

 
4. A household may be seated together and not observe social distancing.  What constitutes 

a household? 
A household is defined as those people who have been living together under the same 
roof in close proximity throughout the quarantine. It does not include relatives from 
other addresses or other extended family. 
 

5. Once Phases 2 and 3 begin, how do we choose who can attend? 
It is up to each pastor and staff to work out these details as the needs and abilities of 
each parish are different.  It is obvious that some form of pre-registration or advance 
ticketing will be required to avoid crowds gathering outside the building or being turned 
away. It is essential that all parishioners be made aware that they will probably not be 
able to attend Sunday Mass with any regularity until all restrictions are lifted. 
Some possible options to help comply with the physical space limitations in the church 
during Sunday Mass include:  having first-come, first-served availability, an online 

 



2 
 

“ticketing” system such as Eventbrite, Smartsheet, or by reserving space by calling the 
parish office.  
 

6. May I livestream Mass into “overflow” rooms? 
Yes. If your buildings allow it, and with all social distancing and masking requirements 
being followed, you may livestream into other locations.  However, care must be taken 
that the alternate locations maintain a respectful and prayerful attitude during the 
celebration.  Communion may be brought to these locations but distribution must 
follow the same directives that apply in the church building. Likewise overflow rooms 
and seating must be sanitized in the same way as the church between liturgies. 
 

It is also permissible to amend your normal Mass schedule to include additional 
celebrations. Please remember that ample time must be provided between liturgies to 
allow for proper disinfecting and ventilation of the church. 
 

7. When and how can we resume distributing the bulletin? 
The overriding principle at work here is that no material may be available that might be 
touched by multiple hands. Beginning with Phase 3, a small number of bulletins, 
appropriate for the numbers in church, may be arranged on a table as people leave the 
church. They may take one as they leave.  Ushers are not to distribute them, or anything 
else, out to people individually.  
 

8. With no hymnals or missalettes, how do we encourage participation? 
Parishes are encouraged to project lyrics and responses, on a screen where appropriate 
and possible. Otherwise, the use of commonly known traditional hymns or easily 
repeated refrains is suggested.  All music ministers are reminded that they must also 
respect social distancing of at least 6 feet from each other. Music staff should be limited 
to one instrumentalist and one cantor. 

 
9. Must the staff person or volunteer in the church during visitation be Protecting God’s 

Children certified?  
Yes.  Anyone in a supervisory position, even if just monitoring the church when it is open 
for private prayer, must have completed the Protecting God’s Children Program.  All 
parish staff are expected to be already certified, with documentation on file. Because of 
the possibility of being alone in the church with a minor, the pastor must ensure that 
any volunteers are certified. 
 

10.  What should I do if someone adamantly refuses to follow the mask or distancing 
regulations?  
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Every effort must be made to ensure that all are following the directions, yet at no time 
should your personal safety be compromised.  If confronted by someone who refuses to 
adhere to the directives, the local police should be called to handle the situation. 

11. Prior to suspension of public worship, funerals were limited to 10 people, including clergy 
and music ministers.  Do we expect the same when Phase 2 begins? 
As of this moment, it will be the same, however the number may change as restrictions are 
lifted. 
 

12. The State of New Jersey has not yet approved large indoor gatherings. Why are we setting 
dates for the Chrism Mass and Ordinations even with social distancing? 

Dates have been set in anticipation of lighter restrictions but are subject to change based on 
the level of restrictions in place at the time. 

13. Can parishioners bring their own sanitizer to church? 

Yes, parishioners may bring their own sanitizer to clean their own space. However, the 
parish must still follow the Directives regarding the regular cleaning of the church.  

 
CORRECTION: Directives for the Re-Opening of Churches 
 

• In Phase 3, “Before Mass”, #5, the correct wording should be: 
The faithful must wear a mask to enter the church and during the celebration of 
Mass, EXCEPT for the brief moment while receiving Holy Communion. 
 

• In Phase 3 #10, Communion ministers must be masked and sanitize their hands 
immediately before and after distributing Communion. Ministers should avoid 
physical contact when placing the host in the communicant’s hands. It is 
recommended that larger hosts for communicants be used. 

 


